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CLIMATE AND CLIMATE RELATED RISKS IN CANARY ISLANDS (SPAIN) 

SIGNIFICANT CLIMATE EVENTS

- Floods (2009, 2010, 2013, 2014 and 2015)
- Tropical storm ‘Delta’ (2005)

CLIMATE FACTSHEET

The climate in the Canary Islands is subtropical and arid. The temperature fluctuations are not big. It is characte-
rized by deficient and irregular rainfall, especially in the lower areas (less than 300mm) due to the predominance 
of the Azores Anticyclone. In the midland’s areas exposed to the trade winds, rainfall can reach 800-1000 mm.

Rainfall is more intense in late autumn, especially in winter, while summer is the driest season of the year. Teneri-
fe, La Palma and Gran Canaria are the islands where it rains most.
In the area of summits, on the higher islands, the trade winds cease to affect, lowering precipitation compared to 
average, around 400 mm, which in some cases may be in the form of snow.

The temperatures are mild all year round. The south of all the islands registers the warmest temperatures with an 
annual average above 20Cº. Lanzarote and Fuerteventura are the aridest islands, so this average is generalized. 
On the other islands, as we go up in altitude, the average annual temperature drops, to 14ºC for example on the 
peaks of Gran Canaria, to 13ºC on El Hierro and La Gomera, in the higher areas of La Palma it reaches 9ºC or in the 
Cañadas del Teide (Tenerife) up to 5ºC.

CURRENT CLIMATE-RELATED RISKS (Source: GFDRR ThinkHazard! )  

- Coastal flood High
- Water scarcity Medium

CLIMATE CHARACTERISTICS (28.1°N 15.41°W, 23m asl)

Average temperature and precipitation Cloudy, sunny and precipitation 

Wind speed Wind rose

(Source: Report 7.1: Conceptual Framework)


