
 
  

Project News 
Highlights 
10th OTIE International 
Conference on Islands 
Tourism - 2018 (ICIT) 
Palermo, 7th – 8th 
September, 2018 
At the conference, the latest 

scientific data and projections 

were presented in order to 

enable their further 

development, and their 

impacts on health, agriculture, 

economy and stability in the 

region were discussed. The 

SOCLIMACT project was 

introduced in the poster 

session of this high-level 

summit. Prof. Despina 

Serghides, Dr. Elias 

Giannakis and Dr. George 

Zittis from CYI presented the 

objectives and work plan of 

the project, as well as some 

preliminary results of the 

Cyprus SOCLIMPACT case 

study.  

Aquaculture Europe 
Montpellier August 
2018 

AquaBioTech 

Group presented a Poster 

about the Project. 

The proposal relates to the topic “Pathways 

towards the decarbonisation and resilience of 

the European economy in the timeframe 2030-

2050 and beyond” under the call “Greening the 

economy” and focuses more specifically on 

the scope “The risks and costs of Climate 

Change for Europe”, which aims at “further 

developing modelling tools and formulating 

more detailed and downscaled projections 

associated with the possible consequences of 

Climate Change, contributing to the evolution 

of methodologies in physical science, risk 

assessment and economics, applying to the 

analysis of possible impact chains, as well as 

to the economic valuation of climate in the EU”. 

By modelling new downscaled climate 

projections and their impacts with different 

geographical coverage than exiting, and by 

integrating different economic models with 

non-market assessment for modelling 

complex impact chains in the context of the EU 
Blue Economy, the project aims at providing 

new insights to climate researchers, 

economists and policy makers about the 

impacts of the Climate Change for the 

timeframe 2030-2100, including EU islands  

and outermost regions, this way addressing 

completely the challenge and scope of that 

topic. The project will also rank and map 

tailored resilience and decarbonisation 

strategies, in the context of contrasted 

mitigation scenarios for each island, which will 

be rapidly transferred to the relevant policy 

makers via workshops and other 

communication actions that will take place in 

each island. The project is focused on the 

economies of the Baltic islands, Malta, 

Sardinia, Madeira, Cyprus, Sicily, Crete, 

Corsica, Canary Islands, Balearic Islands and 

the Azores.While we can't define future 

climate-change risks with precision, they 

should be included in economic policy, fiscal, 

and business decisions because of their 

potential magnitude.Soclimpact is addressing 

this by integrating modeling of climate and 

socioeconomics, as well as the 

experimentation of appropriate incentives to 

promote efficient policies mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change, that are of 

special utility for the islands, and for the EU's 

Blue Growth strategy. 

  

 

“Soclimpact is addressing this by integrating 

modeling of climate and socioeconomics, as 

well as the experimentation of appropriate 

incentives to promote efficient policies 
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The ‘Blue Economy’ is an 

emerging concept which 

encourages better stewardship 

of our ocean or ‘blue’ 

resources. The blue economy 

goes beyond viewing the ocean 

economy solely as a 

mechanism for economic 

growth. In the ‘business-as-

usual’ model, large-scale 

industrial nations have seen the 

development of their ocean 

economies through the 

exploitation of maritime and 

marine resources – for example 

through shipping, commercial 

fishing, and the oil, gas, 

minerals and mining industries 

- often without a view to the 

effects their activities have on 

the future health or productivity 

of those same resources. 

European Islands, relative to 

their land mass, have vast 

ocean resources at their 

disposal – presenting a huge 

opportunity for boosting their 

economic growth and to tackle 

unemployment, food security 

and poverty.  

Sister project 
COACH 
 
COACCH will develop an 
innovative science-practice and 
integrated app roach to co-
design and co-deliver an 
improved downscaled 
assessment of the risks and 
costs of climate change in 
Europe, working with end users 
from research, business, 
investment, and policy making 
communities throughout the  
project. COACCH will advance 
the evidence base on complex 
climate change impact chains, 
assessing their market, non-
market, macroeconomic and 
social consequences in the EU. 
It will integrate spatially- 
explicit impact models, 
macroeconomic models with 
subnational resolution, 
statistical downscaling 
techniques and innovative 
nonmodelling approaches, 
covering market (agriculture, 
forestry, fishery, industry, 
services, energy, built 
environment, infrastructure) and 
non-market sectors 
(ecosystems, health). It will 
explicitly look at 
competitiveness and growth, as 
well as at the social and 
economic repercussion of major 
global climate change in 
Europe.   
 

Workshop  
‘Maritime  Spatial  
Planning  for  
Islands’      
 
Participants  to  the  workshop  
will  engage  in  active  
knowledge-  and  experience-
exchange  during  interactive  
sessions  to:  

• Identify  common  challenges  
and  opportunities  in  
developing  and  implementing  
MSP  and  delivering  Blue  
Growth  in  island  contexts  

• Discuss  the  socio-economic   
and  specific  environmental   
pressures  faced  by  island  
communities  and  the (potential)  
role  of  MSP  and  Blue  Growth  

• Highlight  good  practices  with  
MSP  that  could  be  applied  to  
islands  contexts     
 
 

They also have the most to lose 

from the degradation of marine 

resources. Similar to the ‘Green 

Economy’, the blue economy 

model aims for improvement of 

human wellbeing and social 

equity, while significantly 

reducing environmental risks 

and ecological scarcities. It 

provides for an inclusive model 

in which coastal states - which 

sometimes lack the capacity to 

manage their rich ocean 

resources - can begin to extend 

the benefit of those resources 

to all. Realising the full potential 

of the blue economy means 

inclusion and participation of all 

affected social groups and 

sectors. The blue economy is 

not just about market 

opportunities; it also provides 

for the protection and 

development of more intangible 

‘blue’ resources such as 

traditional ways of life, carbon 

sequestration, and coastal 

resilience to help vulnerable 

Islands mitigate the often 

devastating effects of climate 

change. 

 

SOCLIMPACT project focuses 

on four blue economy sectors: 

Coastal and Maritime Tourism, 

Aquaculture, Maritime 

Transport and Marine Energy. 
The aim is to achieve a 

homogeneous and comparable 

treatment of Blue Economy 

sectors in all the European 

islands concerned, leading to a 

complete homogenization of 

the treatment of the Blue 

Economy by the accounting 

systems of all Islands and 

coastal areas of the EU.  

Fast facts 
• The worldwide ocean economy 

is valued at around €1.2 trillion 

per year. 

• Eighty per-cent of global trade 

by volume is carried by sea. 

• 350 million jobs world-wide are 

linked to fisheries. 

• By 2025 it is estimated that 

34% of crude oil production will 

come from offshore fields. 

• Aquaculture is the fastest 

growing food sector and 

provides about 50% of fish for 

human consumption. 

 



 
  

Kick Off Meeting           Local Working Groups 

SOCLIMPACT 
Externality 

Networking 
15 MARCH DG  Research  
and  Innovation   
11 SEPT Workshop   
Maritime  Spatial  Planning   
For Islands 
12 SEPT Marine  Renewable  
Energies  in  the  Atlantic 
Atlantic  action  Plan 
Consultation  Workshop 
in  Spain DG Mare 
6 NOVEMBER Paris  in  
Practice:  Understanding  the  
Risks  and  Uncertainties 
A  TRANSrisk  Project  
Dissemination  Event 
 

Events Attended 
23 - 24 APRIL 2018 - Calvià, 
Mallorca  
Connecting Islands to face 
global challenges 
Congress - Island Leading 
the Tourism Industry (SD)  
Salvador Suárez García 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Canarias, ITC 
“European Outermost Regions”. 
 
25th Ulvön Conference on 
Environmental Economics 
in collaboration with WONV 
2018  
Jorge Araña, Umea Suecia 
WCERE- 6th World 
Congress of Environmental  
and Resource Economists  
joint to  COACHH 
Carmelo León and Jorge Araña 
CCTR - The Fifth 
International Conference on 
Climate, Tourism and 
Recreation 2018   
 
10th OTIE International 
Conference on Islands 
Tourism - 2018 (ICIT) 
Palermo 

PROGRESS 
WP3  Validated  Matrix  on  

Blue  Economy  sectors  lead,  

boundaries,  and  statistical  

codes,  per  island  focal  point 

D3.1 Blue Economy: 

bounmdaries and statistical 

data  is a scoping of sectors’ 

definitions, boundaries and 

options chosen within the 

Soclimpact project  

D3.2 Partners developed 

Impact Chains per island and 

per sector  using a specific 

metodology 

 

More than 45 resesarchers from 24 partners 

organisations representing 12 European islands and 

arhipelagos of 9 EU member  staes met for the kick-

off meeting of SOCLIMPACT in Las Parmas, Gran 

Canaria Spain on 30-31 January 2018. In addition to 

discussing the first steps in implementing the 

project,the consortium members had a well-organised 

excursion by ULPGC,. The participants saw practical 

demonstrations of current green technology 

aplications and also visited historical parts of Gran 

Canaria.  

 

11 Local working Groups were organised Azores, 

Madeira, Guadelupe, Fehmarn (Balttic Islands), 

Corsica, Crete, Canaris, Sicily, Sardinia, Malta, and 

West Indies. During these meeting Island Focal Points 

represenatives and project memebers presented 

aspecta that covered: 

• General  presentation  of  the Soclimpact  

project 

• The  roles  and  benefits  of  the  stakeholders  

&  project  deliverables 

• Introduction of  the  stakeholders/participants 

• Creation of a CRM for stakeholders 

• Forum  on  Blue  Economy  with  an  European  

perspective 

• Presentations  of  summary  per  sector 

• Round  tables  per  sector:  priority  impacts,  

presentation  of  the  impact  chains 

• Roundtable:  state  of  the  art  of  the  blue  

economy,  adaptation  pathways  &  statistics 

Climate Change: European  Islands  maritime  transport  
 

Decarbonising Islands Mazrtime 
Transport: Pathways to zero-carbon 
solutions 
Global maritime carbon emissions are projected to 
amount to 850 million tonnes by 2035 . 
The  European  Islands  maritime  transport  relies  on  a  
complex  system  involving  3  types  of  movements:  
mainland  to  insular,  insular  to  insular  and  mainland  
to  mainland  connections.   
The  unique  islander  character  of  Europe,  calls  for  a  
well-structured  maritime  transport  that  can  warranty  
the  territorial  continuity  of  the  countries’ transportation  
system,  reduce  insularity  and  promote  regional  
development.     
Marine  transport  has  specific  influential  stakeholders  
and  this  aspect  should  be  considered  i.e.  appropriate  
methods  should  be  found  to  harmonize  the  int erests  
and  needs  of  different  stakeholders  and  in  the  
bottom-line  to  assure  the  satisfaction  of  stakeholders  
needs. A  number  of  four  groups  are  identified as 
primordially affect ted:,  the  maritime  service  providers  
(i.e.  shipping  companies),  the  ports/port  authorities  
(island/mainland  seaports),  the  users  of  the  system  
and  the  labor  force.  
 
 
 

Successful decarbonisation requires a combination of 
measures from areas such as technology, operations 
and alternative energy. Ship owners play an essential 
role in implementing these global policies and 
regulations can support the uptake of low- and zero-
carbon ships: through more stringent energy efficiency 
targets, a low-carbon fuel standard or speed limits for 
instance. Local goiverments could encourage green 
shipping domestically by supporting research into zero-
carbon technologies, their development and commercial 
application. Ports should provide shore power facilities, 
electric charging systems and bunkering facilities for 
alternative fuels. Shippers should assess the carbon 
footprint of their supply chain and target transport 
options with zero-carbon ships.  EU countries and 
NGOs has proposed an absolute reduction target of 
70% by 2050, pursuing efforts for 100%, and a 
reduction of the carbon intensity (i.e. carbon emission 
by tonne-kilometre) by 90% compared to 2008. An 
essential role can be played by ship-owners, some of 
which are already pioneering with low- and zero-carbon 
ships. Various policies or regulations could support their 
uptake, including more stringent energy efficiency 
targets, a speed limit and a low-carbon fuel standard.  
 

 

 



 

Upcoming Project Events 
 

                         
• SOLIMPACT WORKSHOP IN ROME TO LAUNCH THE MODELLING PHASE 

                           October 11 - October 12 

• SISC “SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE. RECENT TRENDS IN CLIMATE SCIENCES, 
ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION.” VENICE-MESTRE (ITALY) 

                       October 17 - October 19 

• SMART AND SUSTANAIBLE DEVELOPMENT CONVENTION 
Constantinos Stylianou – The use of Impact Chains for Representing the Effects of 
Climate Change on the Sustainability of Blue Sector 
George Zittis – An Update of Climate Change Projections for the Mediterranean 

                       November 9 

• SUSTAINABILITY MOBILITY AS A DRIVER FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH IN EUROEAN 
ISLANDS 

                       December 14  

• EUROPEAN CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION CONFERENCE IN LISBON 

                       28 May 2019 - 31 May 2019 

• AQUA 2019 IN BERLIN 

                        7 October 2019 - 10 October 2019 

New 
Developments 
Rome Workshop 10-11 October 

2018 

Themes to be covered : 

• Selection of impact 
chains 

• Framework and 
methodology for 
modelling 

• IC (scores, maps) 
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Tweets by @soclimpact 
 

 
Soclimpact 
Project@soclimpact 

 
 

• Tweet 106 
• Following 55 
• Followers 119 
• Likes 110 
• Linkedin 39  
• Facebook 39 

 

Soclimpact Publications  
• Claudia Gutierez, Samuel Somot, Pierre Nabat, Marc Mallet, Miguel Angel 

Gaertner, Oscar Perpinan, 2018. Impact of aerosols on the spatiotemporal 
variability of photovoltaic energy production in the Euro-Mediterranean area. 
Solar Energy, 174, 1142-1152 

• Javier Martinez, 2018 El aviso de ‘Leslei’: llegaran huracanes a la peninsula 
Iberica in InfoLibre. Hurricanes or tropical storms rarely affect the subtropical 
eastern North Atlantic area, that includes Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands. 
In recent years, several of these cyclones have affected this area, like 
Hurricane Alex in 2016, Hurricane Ophelia in 2017 and Hurricane Leslie in 
2018. Hurricane Leslie, after passing near Madeira, made landfall in Portugal 
shortly after losing its tropical characteristics, causing large damages. This 
newspaper article examines the risk of such hurricanes in this area, with 
comments from two members of UCLM group (Miguel Angel Gaertner and 
Juan Jesús González-Alemán). SOCLIMPACT is cited in the article as a project 
that analyses climate change impacts on European islands. 
 
 

 


